
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2018 TAF. The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecast scenarios are presented 

for 2010 to 2045. For more information see the write-up 2018 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic 

Forecast Scenarios for Large and Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

MSY medium 2010 4,000,460 4,000,460 4,000,460

MSY medium 2011 4,255,640 4,255,640 4,255,640

MSY medium 2012 4,276,047 4,276,047 4,276,047

MSY medium 2013 4,479,535 4,479,535 4,479,535

MSY medium 2014 4,785,909 4,785,909 4,785,909

MSY medium 2015 5,230,106 5,230,106 5,230,106

MSY medium 2016 5,492,703 5,492,703 5,492,703

MSY medium 2017 5,879,459 5,879,459 5,879,459

MSY medium 2018e 6,495,440 6,621,461 6,424,001

MSY medium 2019 6,757,405 7,224,660 6,399,919

MSY medium 2020 6,936,843 7,460,676 6,474,145

MSY medium 2021 7,093,798 7,622,590 6,566,636

MSY medium 2022 7,240,623 7,908,550 6,630,743

MSY medium 2023 7,382,389 8,200,163 6,679,562

MSY medium 2024 7,508,089 8,313,257 6,713,784

MSY medium 2025 7,632,919 8,529,887 6,755,194

MSY medium 2026 7,758,553 8,748,481 6,797,554

MSY medium 2027 7,883,652 8,978,897 6,830,655

MSY medium 2028 8,018,658 9,233,199 6,865,989

MSY medium 2029 8,159,755 9,534,399 6,896,019

MSY medium 2030 8,305,924 9,810,017 6,926,221

MSY medium 2031 8,453,155 10,076,180 6,955,385

MSY medium 2032 8,600,781 10,338,249 6,989,403

MSY medium 2033 8,750,094 10,614,271 7,028,302

MSY medium 2034 8,901,497 10,889,882 7,051,559

MSY medium 2035 9,052,935 11,155,639 7,059,495

MSY medium 2036 9,205,247 11,409,972 7,064,373

MSY medium 2037 9,361,012 11,678,265 7,075,030

MSY medium 2038 9,517,354 11,960,390 7,091,225

MSY medium 2039 9,673,809 12,249,122 7,112,658

MSY medium 2040 9,830,205 12,539,099 7,133,385

MSY medium 2041 9,981,422 12,801,526 7,152,359

MSY medium 2042 10,135,696 13,049,171 7,168,362

MSY medium 2043 10,294,311 13,305,096 7,182,261

MSY medium 2044 10,453,435 13,555,079 7,191,484

MSY medium 2045 10,618,554 13,798,748 7,196,866
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

MSY medium 2010 118,631 118,631 118,631

MSY medium 2011 123,278 123,278 123,278

MSY medium 2012 121,615 121,615 121,615

MSY medium 2013 125,858 125,858 125,858

MSY medium 2014 125,947 125,947 125,947

MSY medium 2015 129,278 129,278 129,278

MSY medium 2016 133,506 133,506 133,506

MSY medium 2017 132,839 132,839 132,839

MSY medium 2018 136,516 141,363 132,720

MSY medium 2019 137,469 149,461 127,480

MSY medium 2020 140,627 154,207 128,171

MSY medium 2021 143,398 157,409 129,439

MSY medium 2022 146,013 162,758 130,343

MSY medium 2023 148,552 168,137 131,060

MSY medium 2024 150,793 170,236 131,556

MSY medium 2025 153,022 174,185 132,217

MSY medium 2026 155,266 178,084 132,963

MSY medium 2027 157,502 182,208 133,549

MSY medium 2028 159,909 186,750 134,172

MSY medium 2029 162,424 192,129 134,698

MSY medium 2030 165,027 197,170 135,101

MSY medium 2031 167,651 201,915 135,614

MSY medium 2032 170,281 206,585 136,216

MSY medium 2033 172,941 211,504 136,910

MSY medium 2034 175,639 216,413 137,320

MSY medium 2035 178,339 221,148 137,457

MSY medium 2036 181,057 225,675 137,545

MSY medium 2037 183,834 230,455 137,735

MSY medium 2038 186,623 235,481 138,027

MSY medium 2039 189,415 240,629 138,415

MSY medium 2040 192,206 245,771 138,814

MSY medium 2041 194,912 250,447 139,164

MSY medium 2042 197,670 254,859 139,461

MSY medium 2043 200,502 259,413 139,719

MSY medium 2044 203,345 263,861 139,895

MSY medium 2045 206,292 268,168 140,026
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